At 15 months this child could stanid, played actively with toys, spoke no words, and although probably mentally retarded was not grossly defective. The head was small (circ. 15i in.). All forms of painful stimuli failed to produce the usual response; they seemed merely to amuse her. No signs were found suggesting any involvement in the rest of the nervous system, nor were there other congenital defects. Wassermann reaction negative.
Diagnosis.-Congenital indifference to pain, probably the result of cerebral agenesis.
